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in the last century or so—pagan polytheist, 

Jewish, Christian, Samaritan, Muslim—represent 

documents in archaeology for understanding 

identities (some discrete and separate, some 

syncretistic, all in different ways in dialogue 

with one another) in late antiquity. Rina 

through a deep and enlightening historical 

and wonderful corpus, and not eschewing 

eighth century.”

 —Jaś Elsner, University of Oxford

“In Mosaics of Faith, Rina Talgam has accom-

-

 

contemporary Israel and Jordan today. These 

Jews, Samaritans, Christians, and Muslims from 

 

the faiths of the region.” 

—Glen Bowersock, Institute for Advanced Study

 

-

 —Henry Maguire, Johns Hopkins University

analytical history of the Hellenistic, Roman, 

the Holy Land, spanning the second century B .C.E . 

to the eighth century C.E .

collections; in Mosaics of Faith, Rina Talgam sets 

out to demonstrate how mosaic art constructed 

cultural, religious, and ethnic identities in eras that 

societies and their ideologies, institutions, and 

of mosaic production, Mosaics of Faith offers an 

decorations from the Hellenistic to the Roman 

Byzantine art, and in the persistence of Byzantine 

traditions under Umayyad rule. More than other 

corpora of ancient mosaics, those from the Holy 

Judaism, Samaritanism, Christianity, and Islam. 

within which they were produced and with which 

they had a profound, multidimensional dialogue. 

pagans, Jews, Samaritans, Christians, and Muslims as a 

of each society and the interrelationships among them. 

an important role in her study, along with analysis of 

 —Yoram Tsafrir, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
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